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RUNNING AAMUC
We are pleased to announce that we ended up being in
good shape material wise for this issue after all. Thanx to the
members who chipped in with their contributions, we do have full
issue. (Actually, we did discover one article we did not realize
we did have on hand. It appears in this issue.) Still, we cannot
be complaisant since there is a constant need for new material.
We have several members who have told us they have things in
the works, and the Editor has several potential projects, but we
always need and appreciate your input.
We are having a minor issue membership wise, however. In
the last year we have noticed that when we went to mail the
newsletters, we have been precariously close to, if not below, the
critical number of 200. If we fall below that, we no longer qualify
to use our bulk mailing permit and must affix postage stamps.
This also means the PO must run them through cancellation
machines, and there is a definite danger of damaged copies. If
you are due to renew, please do so promptly. If you know of
potential members, please encourage others to join.
Speaking of recruiting, if you know potential members,
please send their names and addresses to the Editor. We will be
happy to send sample issues either by US Mail or by email. If you
are going to set up at a show, please assist us by providing a little
table space for an AAMUC display. (A big AAMUC “Thank You”
goes to Cy Galletta for promoting AAMUC at shows in his area.)

From the Adjutant:
We were recently asked about life memberships to AAMUC.
We looked into this several years back and discovered other
organizations usually charge 10 to 20 times the annual dues for
life memberships, sometimes depending on the member’s age
or tenure. Since we cannot guarantee the longevity of the
organization beyond the service of the present officers, we fear
that we might be promising more than we should. For that
reason, we do not offer life memberships. We can provide
multiple year memberships at the regular price.

From Jack Guss:
Longtime AAMUCer Jack Guss has been surfing the internet
and has found several more interesting websites he thinks
members might enjoy visiting. First of all is http://
www.peosoldier.army.mil/ which provides current info on
Army uniforms and equipment. There are some interesting
things to be found there, for sure. He also points out that the Army
QM Foundation’s site at http://www.qmfound.com/ has
many interesting postings plus a link to the QM Museum at Ft.
Lee. (One of the articles in this issue is taken directly from there.)
Jack also says that VN conflict buffs should find that http://
www.vietnamgear.com/ will be very useful.

Whatisit?

We have been asked recently if we would accept dues via
PayPal. The answer is “yes”, but please add 5% for PayPal fees.
You can send dues this way to gilsanow@oh.rr.com or to
AAMUCFL@oh.rr.com.

From the AAMUC Quartermaster
AAMUC QM Kurt B. Smith reports that he has a big supply
of back issues of FOOTLOCKER on hand. If any member needs
to replace lost issues or to buy from when his membership lapsed,
or even from before he joined, these are available for $1.00 per
issue for the old black and white issues, or $4.00 for 4 issues,
postpaid in the US. Issues with color pages are $1.50 or $6.00
for four. They will be $2.00 overseas or $8.00 for four. These
prices are HALF OFF and the sale continues through March 15,
2008. ALL PRICES ARE POSTPAID!
Contact QM Smith at turk1963@aol.com or write him at
11305 Purslane Ct., Charlotte, NC 28213. Make checks
payable to Kurt B. Smith.

Jack Guss sent us a scan of another odd item. It appears to
be a variation of a WW1 overseas cap like the Editor has never
encountered before. It is OD wool and has two GI buttons on the
front, on either side of the split curtain. Has anyone else ever
seen one like it? Are there any ideas what it is exactly?

PASS IN REVIEW
FINDING YOUR FATHER’S
WAR
WAR, A Practical Guide
to Researching and Understanding Service in the World
War II US Army,
Army by Jonathan Gawne (Casemate Publishing,
Drexel Hill, PA, 2006) $24.95 from the publisher
Leading military historian
and researcher, Jonathan
Gawne, explains and shares
the techniques he uses to
research archives, libraries,
veteran associations and
myriad other sources of
information to track down the
wartime career of an
individual. The author describes
this as “What I did, and what
you can do to find out what ‘he’
did in the army.” The book
gives an overview of the Army
in World War II, from the basics
up. Learn the difference
between a corporal and a major, or a squad and a brigade. What
can you tell from a serial number? What is the difference
between the quartermaster corps and the transportation corps?
What was the path most soldiers took from civilian life to trained
soldier? What (and where) is the ETO, PTO and ATO? All the
basic facts you need to understand Army service in WW2. He
goes on to explain how to find information from such sources as
discharges, uniforms, paperwork, the National Personnel records
center, National Archives, other facilities and what you can
expect from veterans organizations (and how to find them).
Places to look for information and what you can or cannot get
from them. Finally the book helps you to assemble the data you
have collected and piece the story of your relatives’ wartime
service together. It also gives advice on preserving the memories
oral histories, photos, artifacts, documents, etc.
Detailed
appendices give information on such things as insignia of ranks
and branches, listing of common MOS’s, a breakdown of each
division by sub unit, with a brief history and a listing of their
campaigns, a capsule history of each campaign and a bibliography
of useful books on various campaigns and units. Color illustrations
of campaign ribbons, decorations and insignia accompany the
detailed text.
This book addresses an increasing need to record and
understand the lives of the greatest generation and their service
to the country.

OHIO VALLEY
MILITARY SOCIETY, INC.

PO BOX 30436
CINCINNATI, OHIO 45230-0436, USA
VOICE: 513-245-9540
FAX: 513-245-9541
www.sosovms.com
E-Mail ovms@fuse.net
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Editor’s Note: The above review was provided by Casemate
Publishing, and the Editor really cannot do better. The only thing
I can add is that this softbound book is well illustrated and it really
covers everything I myself have been thinking of publishing for
collectors! If you are interested in a good overview of the war for
genealogists or researchers chasing the history of Army vets, this
is the best guide I have found. I sure wish I had written it!
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MILITARIA & HISTORICAL COLLECTIBLES
WORLDWIDE RECOGNITION AND REACH
PHOTO, DESCRIPTION & SHIPPING - WE DO ALL THE
WORK
ARTIFACTS FOR COLLECTORS & RE-ENACTORS
NEVER ANY MEMBERSHIP FEES
WORRY FREE ESTATE & COLLECTION LIQUIDATION
YOU CAN ALSO "List-itYourself" at auctions.manions.com

So much more then a four-letter
our-letter auction!
¬¬Manions
Manions - We're So¬much
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MUSEUM RAMBLING
The National Guard Militia
Museum of New Jersey
By Ron DaSilva
For over a year now
the curators of the National
Guard Militia Museum of
New Jersey have been
asking me to come down
to Sea Girt to help ID and
coordinate the early 20th
century dress uniforms in
their collections. This past
July I finally got down there
and was amazed at the
amount of items (uniforms,
equipment, weapons,
vehicles, etc.) in their possession. I’d say less than 5% of their
uniform collection was on display.
The major uniform display consisted of authentic reproductions
of Dutch colonial, French and Indian War, Revolutionary War,
War of 1812 and Civil War uniforms unique to New Jersey. The
earliest real uniform they had was an infantry officer’s M1895
dress blues and whites (made of wool!).
While some officer’s uniforms were put away in the vault
with archival boxes and tissue, most uniforms and accouterments
were stored in two storage rooms. Many uniforms were simply
hung up on hangers or with other items in cardboard boxes. The
new full time curator, LT Feldman, has been digging through it
all and finding many unique and rare 20th century uniforms.
The enclosed photos are just the tip of the iceberg.
Some of the material I found will be used for a Company of
Military Historians – Military Uniforms in America plate by artist
Bob Marrion. I also hope to do features on unique New Jersey
items for the CMH journal. I have been in touch with both Tony
Gero and Ed Milligan on my finds.

“Before” – One of the two store rooms containing over 300
cardboard boxes of mixed items. Hopefully one of these
rooms could be made into exhibition space.

The uniforms DaSilva pulled or ID’ed in July were on
display in August. Left to right: 119th Ordnance Company
dress blue blouse, 1929-38; NJNG Signal Battalion full
dress coat, pre WW1; 44th Military Police Company dress
blue blouse, 1929-38; Essex Troop, 102nd Cavalry
Regiment Stable SGT’s full dress coat, 1930’s-1941; and
114th Infantry PFC’s dress blue uniform with 44th Division
patch on left sleeve.

Editor’s Note:
Ron sent a large batch of photos of his early finds, along with
captions. Potentially there are several pages of pictures here and he
promises more yet when he returns to the museum later on. We will
run the detailed pictures in a later issue in a more extensive article.
In the meantime, the photos below will give a hint of Ron’s challenge.

+++
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From My Collection
Dress, One Piece, Nurses’, Summer, PQD 401, Nurses’ Off Duty Dress
By Richard M Tooker MD
This uniform was first described in War Department Circular 129, April 30,1942. It
was an item for individual purchase but not for issue. The original uniform was a tailored
one piece, V neck model in dark blue rayon. As indicated, it was to be worn while off duty.
In August 1942, new specifications were made including an additional color – beige.
Tropical worsted was stipulated as well as rayon. This uniform had open cuffs with a maroon
braid and four darts from each shoulder. Regulation shoulder loops were piped in maroon.
This is the uniform modeled in these photographs (pattern authorized from August 1942
to October 1943).
In October 1943, a few minor modifications were incorporated into the dress pattern
and two colors were specified – beige and dark olive drab. The schedule of sizes included
10 to 20 and 38 to 42 (size 9 and 11 added).
The uniform could be worn with the nurse’s service cap or the women’s garrison cap.
Further regulations state only that the one piece off duty dress, “will be worn with the
appropriate items of the prescribed service uniform”.
Prescribed insignia consisted of officer’s rank insignia worn on the shoulder loops. The
officer’s US lapel insignia on the right and the Army Nurse Corps insignia on the left.
Acknowledgements: My thanks to Photographer, Joyce King; Model, Dawn Smith RN,
PHN
References:
1. Encyclopedia of United States Army Insignia and Uniforms, William K. Emerson, Ch. 78, p. 579 585.
2. The Army Nurse and Her Wardrobe: A Study of the Development ,Procurement, and Supply of Clothing for the Army Nurse
Corps, Elinor S. Barnes, January, 1944. (unpublished manuscript).
3. Army Regulations No. 600-37, Personnel: Prescribed Service Uniform – Women Personnel of the Army, Section II. Prescribed
Uniform and Wearing Thereof, p. 8, War Department, Washington D.C., 16 April, 1945.
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The Bureau of Personnel instruction of that date described
the uniform as having black buttons, gray shirt with black tie, gray
shoulder boards with black stripes of rank and corps devices,
black cap device and braid chin strap.[4] There was a two inch
wide belt of the same fabric as the coat, sewn down all around,
and an open vent in the back seam below the waist. The uniform
was worn with a black web belt, black shoes and either gray or
black socks. Like the khaki uniform, the bi swing bellows back
pleats were optional. In fact, unlike the khaki uniform, all front
pockets were patch pockets rather than the bellows style for the
lower pockets. A clarification was issued in an order of 8 June
1943 stating that commanders and above were permitted to
wear the gold embroidered visors with the uniform.[5] The
uniforms were produced in gray cotton, tropical worsted, light
weight or gabardine wool.

Slate Gray: The (N)ever
Popular Navy Uniform
By John A. Stacey
Interest in obtaining a replacement for the khaki working
uniform for wear aboard ships began early in World War II. It
was reported that, during the fall of 1942, Admiral Ernest King
visited a London tailor and requested a uniform suitable for sea
duty, but of a subdued color. The result was “…a uniform in a
natty green color which pleased the Admiral.”[1]
During the same time period, the commanding officer of the
U.S.S.Pennsylvania, through commanders of Battleship Division
Two, Pacific Fleet, Task Force One, and Commander in Chief,
Pacific Fleet, also proposed an alternative. He proposed that the
khaki uniform be replaced by one of the same style in all respects,
except blue in color. His rational was, “The blue colored
uniforms camouflage nicely into the color of the ship, the decks
of which are now also painted blue. I am informed that both
submarines and airplanes, in making attacks, find a white or
khaki colored object … assistance for use as an aiming point.”[2]
In the course of events, neither the “natty green” nor blue
suggestions were selected. On 16 April 1943, the Navy
announced replacement of the khaki uniform with one of the
same basic pattern in slate gray fabric.[3]
y

( )

p
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Warrant Officer's visor cap for gray uniform with gilt cap
insignia and chin strap
The uniform was not well received and an attempt was made
to give it more appeal in August 1943. Optional wear of black
and gold shoulder boards, gilt buttons and cap insignia, and gold
braid chin straps with the uniform was permitted.[6] Seven
months later, this option was rescinded, leaving only the gray and
black accessories to be worn with the gray uniform. [7] In an
answer to a reader’s inquiry, the Bureau of Personnel
Information Bulletin of May 1944 responded that either the
gold or black braid chin strap were permitted on the visored cap
while all other accoutrements were to conform to the gray/black
combination of the August instruction.[8]
Following the conclusion of the war, authorization was again
issued for wearing the gilt buttons, cap insignia, and black and
gold shoulder boards with the gray uniform.[9] If this was
intended to increase acceptance of the uniform, it failed. Two
and a half months later, the khaki uniform was reinstated as the
summer working uniform. Personnel aboard ships at sea and
those of the Naval Reserve during periods of active duty could
continue to wear the gray uniform until October 1949.[10]

And the Enlisted Personnel?
Chief petty officers were authorized the gray working
uniform in the same instructions as were those for officers. Rating
badges and distinguishing marks were to be on gray material
matching that of the uniform with devices embroidered in black.
If you happen to have a gray chief’s uniform with a blue rating
badge on the sleeve, don’t be too hasty in taking it off. In order
to allow for the availability of gray rating badges in the supply
system, the Navy permitted the use of blue rating badges until

Gray working uniform Warrant Gunner, with black and
gold accessories
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men in their gray jumpers and bell bottom trousers. The test
ended and the enlisted gray working uniform for those below
chief disappeared from the scene.[13]

Close-up showing shoulder board and Gunner's collar
insignia

Top left to bottom right:
Dental Corps Captain, Corps Rear Admiral Line
Commander, Line Lieutenant, Hebrew Chaplain Lieutenant,
j.g., Line Ensign, Warrant Gunner, Chief Warrant Pharmacist
appropriate insignia was available. Some care should be taken,
however, in authenticating the provenance of such a uniform.
Manufacturers also produced gray rating badges with silver
bullion eagles and specialty marks over blue, red or gold
chevrons. None of these were authorized since the uniform was
a working uniform. Rating badges with bullion devices were for
service and dress uniforms only. However, these unauthorized
types were certainly worn.
Chief petty officers’ uniforms were presented in the
FOOTLOCKER of 1 March 2005.
Gray uniforms for enlisted personnel below the rate of chief
petty officer, members of the Shore Patrol, were discussed in the
FOOTLOCKER of 1 December 2004. These were the only
personnel below chief authorized gray uniforms. It was intended
to provide the same gray uniforms for other enlisted personnel
in place of their undress white uniform.
In October 1943, The Navy announced that gray uniforms
were to be issued to all enlisted men on ships at sea when
available.[11] Six months later, the Bureau of Personnel
Information Bulletin contained a short notice that plans for
these grays had been deferred. All available textile finishing
equipment was needed for the production of olive drab for the
uniforms of personnel serving ashore overseas and afloat with
the amphibious force.[12]
Johnnie T. Watson, a retired World War II Aviation
Ordnanceman, reports that a test of gray enlisted uniforms was
introduced while he was attending Navy schools in the Norfolk
area during 1944. Groups from ships, Seabees, aviation
squadrons and base unites were selected and provided with the
grays. He recalls that the test lasted about six months and was well
received by the personnel involved. There were also favorable
comments received from civilians about the appearance of the

Sample of what appears to be a
proposed gray and gilt shoulder
board for the uniform

Gray/black shoulder boards for flag ranks:
Line Admiral, Line Vice Admiral, Dental
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From My Collection
John Bogardus’ New AAC EM
Dress Blue Cap
When John Bogardus submitted the photos of the M1938 Air
Corps EM’s blue uniform for the last issue, he had not yet
obtained the matching visor cap. Well, the collecting gods have
been good to him since then and he thought readers might like
to see his newest acquisition. Neat!
Gray Chief Petty Officers' rating Badges:
left, standard (Radarman), center and right unauthorized
bullion types: (Pharmacist's Mate and Commissary Steward)

FOOTNOTES
1. Richard Mundhenk, “U. S. Navy Slate Gray Uniforms (1943
1949)”, The Military Advisor, Fall 1993, P. 21.
2. Memorandum from Commanding Officer, U. S. Pennsylvania
to Chief, Bureau of Personnel, 21 September 1943.
3. Navy Department Press and Radio Release, 16 April 1943
4. Bureau of Personnel Letter, 16 April 1943.
5. op. cit. Mundhenk, p.22.
6. Bureau of Personnel Circular Letter 153 43, 11 August
1943.
7. ALNAV (All Navy Notice) No. 53, 7 March 1944.
8. Bureau of Personnel Information Bulletin, May 1944, p. 49
9. ALNAV N0. 211, 15 May 1946.
10. ALNAV No. 406, 31 July 1946.
11. Bureau of Personnel Information Bulletin , October 1943,
p.49.
12. Bureau of Personnel Information Bulletin, April 1944,
(clipping courtesy of MCPO Mark Hacala).
13. Letter, Johnnie T. Watson to author, 14 March 1993.

WW1 Doughboy Equipment Cost
Dale Biever found this in an undated copy of a publication
called Old Huntsville from Alabama and thought we might find
it interesting.. Verrrry interesting!

U.S. Needs $156.30 to
Outfit Doughboy
The War Department revealed tonight that the
startling sum of $156.30 is required to provide an
infantryman with arms, clothes and eating utensils. Each
soldier will receive 107 pieces of fighting equipment
(including 100 rifle cartridges), 50 articles of clothing
and 11 cooking implements. His weapons are priced as
follows: trench tool, 50 cents; bayonet scabbard, $1.13;
bayonet, $2.15; steel helmet, $3.00; cartridge belt,
$4.08; cartridges, $5.00; gas mask, $12; rifle, $19.50.
Included in the clothing costs are three wool blankets
($18.75) and a bedsack (98 cents). The cost will soon
force many countries to abolish the military.
Wouldn’t it be great to be able to buy these things at those
prices now? Apparently the last line was optimistic.
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2007 ASMIC Tri-Convention Report
Compiled from e mailed remarks by Dallas Freeborn and John Conway
Dallas reports that the Denver
convention went well but the crowd was not
very large. He took the display photos
shown below and found several insignias
he had been chasing for years. (There
were nine displays overall, three by
AAMUCers.) He says also that several
attendees took AAMUC membership
materials for later action.
John Conway says the convention was
fun. There was a good turn out of dealers,
a nice facility, a well organized show with
good variety of stuff in all price ranges. He
says he I picked up one WILD uniform
Chinese made like a Norfolk jacket but
with both US & RAF wings, bullion colonel’s
eagles on shoulder straps and bullion CBI
made AAF patch on shoulder. He promises
a future article on it.

AAMUC Table

The best uniform award went to M/
SGT Dan Whitton, USMC Rtd. His exhibit
was truly outstanding. It consisted of 5 tiger
stripe jackets worn by U.S. advisors to
Vietnamese marine units. Each jacket was
an example of one of the first 5 tiger stripe
patterns worn by the Vietnamese marines.
AAMUCers Leigh Smith (and his dad) and
Anthony Bestwick displayed also. Tony
went all out with two displays!
The following AAMUCers attended:
Anthony Bestwick
Don Brett
John P. Conway
Dallas Freeborn
Bill McLeod
Howard W. Rokus
Leigh E. Smith Jr.
Roger L. Thornton
Gary R. Warren
Stan Wolcott

Anthony Bestwick’s 35th Division display

ASMIC 2008 will be held at the
Drawbridge Estate in Ft. Mitchell, KY,
August 29th to August 31st, 2008.. We
return to the Cincinnati area once again.
These shows are always well attended and
the displays are super. It’ll be back to
Denver in ‘09.

Bob Gibson’s Market Garden glider pilot material
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Dan Whitton, Vietnamese marine advisor’s jackets, judged best uniform display

Anthony Bestwick’s uniforms and memorabilia from a West Point graduate

Leigh Smith, Sr & Jr’s Korean War memorabilia
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From My Collection
The Uniform of CWO James
Semer, 1941
By John Bogardus
“AIR RAID, PEARL HARBOR”, This message was received at
the Communication Center of the 19th Coast Artillery Regiment”
December 7th, 1941 and transmitted to Washington D.C. Chief
Warrant Officer James Semer had just been assigned to this new
Coast Artillery regiment in November,1941. The regiment was
stationed at Fort Rosecrans, San Diego California for harbor
defense. Chief Semer was the regiment’s new band leader.
Semer was born July 20, 1902 in San Francisco and was of
Greek ancestry. He was educated in Europe and joined the Army
for WWI. After the war he was discharged and studied at the
Julliard School of Music in New York. From 1920 to 1925 he was
a musician with the Chicago and Philadelphia symphony orchestras
as a clarinetist. In 1925 he rejoined the Army and in November
1941 was assigned to the 19th Coast Artillery. Chief Semer
retired in 1954 and resided in Santa Barbara, California until his
death in 1975.

colors for officers and WO’s only. EM’s were authorized no color
trim. Shortly thereafter, EM’s got their color piping while
commissioned officers wore black and gold. WO’s wore silver
and black and generals wore all gold. Interestingly, officers were
to wear a colored disc, usually felt, indicating their branch color,
behind their rank insignia.
Warrant officers were not authorized Sam Browne belts with
the shoulder strap. These were reserved for commissioned
officers, while EM’s wore the plain brown leather garrison belt.
Perhaps Semer got away with it as band leader.

His uniform set includes an M1938 chocolate officer’s coat,
“pink” trousers, khaki shirt with black tie, Sam Browne belt,
garrison cap with red piping for officers of Artillery/Coast
Artillery and an officer’s short coat with 9th Coast Artillery District
patch. All these were authorized in the uniform regulation for
1941.
Several things here are significant. First is the garrison or
overseas cap. These had gone out of use except for the Air Corps
and tankers, but had just been reauthorized for all soldiers. As
is seen here, the piping style followed that of WW1 using branch
10

From My Collection
COL Albert Watson Foreman’s
Uniform, Ca 1942
By Gil Sanow II
Several months back a fellow U.S. Militaria Forum member
posted a really interesting uniform coat he had just purchased in
an upstate New York antique shop. He asked what anyone could
tell him about the uniform’s original owner, Colonel A. W.
Foreman. I consulted my 1941 Army Officers’ Register and
replied with a brief recap of Foreman ’s career and remarked
that if I had seen the uniform first I would have bought it myself.
He thanked me for the information and, a few days later, offered
it to me at his cost. I jumped at the deal.

The uniform has several interesting features, several of
which I still cannot explain:
1. The labels interested me because I had never seen
anything like them. Dated 1931, it has both a QM label
and that of a Boston tailor, Harding Uniform and Regalia
Co. Certainly I have seen both types, but never both in
one coat. Was Harding a contractor of some sort?
2. The insignia was rather interesting too. The U.S.’s
and 13th Infantry brass are old jewelers’ style clutch
11

3. The ribbons are really fascinating too. Those for
Spanish War Service, the Philippine Campaign, Mexican
Campaign and World War I are sewn in place, the latter
with four campaign stars. Even more interesting as the
ribbon for the Distinguished Service Medal on a French
style rod which hangs from two loops sewn into the coat.
I have never seen anything like this on an American
uniform.

Accompanying the coat was a Sam Browne belt, definitely of
World War I era and of the British style with a flat brass sword
hook and two D rings on the bottom on the left side. And, even
more importantly, was a framed picture of Foreman, wearing his
13th Infantry insignia, his medals including the French Legion of
Honor, what appears to be a 9th Division shoulder sleeve insignia
and a General Staff badge. (I am a bit confused by the patch
since I cannot find that the 13th was assigned to the 9th at any
time.) Closer examination reveals that the picture is not a photo
but a print from a steel engraving. I must assume that it was
created for a publication of some sort, perhaps a history of the
13th Infantry, though I have not identified it yet.
The pictures show the WW1 Victory Medal with only three
bars, yet there are fours stars on the ribbon. Close examination
of the closeup photo reveals that the first star appears to be silver,
though it is not so obvious to the naked eye. There is no mention
of a Silver Star Citation in the Army Registers, so this is a
puzzlement.
I am also perplexed by the presence of the 13th Infantry
insignia being worn on a uniform of a 2nd Service Command
officer. Regulations state that a retired soldier could wear his
uniform with rank and branch, but he would no longer have been
assigned to a regiment. I wonder if perhaps he had been elected
some sort of honorary “Colonel of the Regiment” status.

backs. The 13th Infantry DI’s on the shoulder loops are
pin backs made by Dondero. The colonel’s eagles are
silver bullion, though one is somewhat tattered. The 2nd
Service Command shoulder sleeve insignia is
embroidered white on blue twill, what I am told is a rarer
variation.
12

What was a WW2 Service
Command?

I did have an older flatter pin back GS badge available, so
I pinned it on to make the coat look more like the picture.
So, what exactly is Foreman’s story? He was born in
Delaware in 1874 and was appointed second lieutenant in the
1st Delaware Infantry in 1898. A little over a year later he joined
the 41st Infantry, a volunteer unit which served in the Philippines,
as captain. Later the regular 12th Infantry as 1LT, but rose to
MAJ as a member of the 20th. By the end of World War I he was
a temporary full colonel and served with the A.E.F., though his
job is unclear as of yet. Given that he received the French Legion
of Honor, degree of officer, he certainly must have had a
responsible position. Reduced after the war to LTC, he graduated
General Staff College. By 1931 he was in command of the 13th
Infantry at Camp (later Fort) Devens, MA where he was also
directing Civilian Conservation Corps efforts in the area. He
must at some time been assigned to the General Staff since he
wears the badge in the photo, but when is unclear. He retired
in 1938 with 40 years of service but went back on active duty
from 1941 to 1943, presumably with the 2nd Service Command,
receiving two Legions of Merit in recognition of his service. (He
may have served as late as 1946 in some capacity, but that is
unclear.) In other words, he was nearly (if not well over) the age
of 70 when he finally retired.
Since the uniform turned up in upstate New York, one might
suspect he retired in that area. His date of death has not been
possible to determine since he is not listed in the Social Security
Death Index.

Collectors periodically encounter uniforms or loose SSIs for
the various WW2 era Army Service Commands. The uniforms
rarely have ribbons for overseas service and are usually for non
combat arm soldiers. For this reason they may not seem so
interesting or collectable. Knowing the Service Command SSIs
would be shown in the late Richard W. Smith’s Shoulder Sleeve
Insignia of the U.S. Armed Forces 1941-1945, I consulted that
volume to learn more about these obscure organizations.
Service Commands were the direct descendants of the pre
war Corps Areas which were geographical in nature. The Corps
Area was responsible for all units and activities within its area.
During the pre-war emergency period, the control of the combat
units was transferred to War Plans Division of the War Department
General Staff. The administrative, logistical and support units
and activities then came under control of the new Service
Commands.
From what I can tell, this meant that new enlistees and
draftees were processed under the auspices of the Service
Command for the area where they joined up before being sent
on to training sites. This probably included initial testing, clothing
issue and immunization. I believe stateside Military Police units
fell under Service Command control when it came to policing
soldiers home on leave. The Service Commands may have also
operated some hospitals for wounded/injured soldiers before
they were discharged to the care of the Veterans Administration.
From what I can tell, many of the Service Command officers
were older or were otherwise not fit for overseas duty. Some,
at least, were former National Guardsmen, though possibly
former Army Reservists were used too.

+++

MILITARIA INTERNATIONAL
MAGAZINE

The Best American Military History
Magazine in Print Today!

The Service Commands covered the following areas:

We offer excellent articles on US Military
history, land, sea and air battles from the
European and Pacific theaters of war.
Veterans personal stories, combat photos,
civilian war time events, human interest stories, collectible military memorbilia, military
show reviews. It is written by some of the
most authorative authors in the U.S.!

1st - Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New
Hampshire, Rhode Island and Vermont
2nd - New Jersey and New York
3rd - Delaware, Maryland, Pennsylvania, Virginia and
Washington, D.C.
4th - Alabama, Florida, Georgia, North and South
Carolina, Mississippi and Tennessee

Militaria International
Also covers exhibition and show schedules,
and collector organization show reviews
and membership information.

5th - Indiana, Kentucky. Ohio and West Virginia
6th - Illinois, Michigan and Wisconsin

The Most Interesting World War II Military
Reading You’ll Ever Find!”

7th - Colorado, Iowa, Kansas, Minnesota, Missouri,
Nebraska, North and South Dakota and Wyoming.

Subscribe Today! Don’t Miss An Issue!

8th - Arkansas, Louisiana, New Mexico, Oklahoma and
Texas

Call or Send Check, Money Order or Credit Card - For $29.95 To:

MILITARIA INTERNATIONAL

9th - Arizona, California, Idaho, Montana, Nevada,
Oregon, Utah and Washington

MAGAZINE
P.O. Box 670 • Rogers, MN 55374-0670
Fax: 763-428-7575 • Email: militintl@aol.com
Website: www.militariaintlmagazine.com

The Service Commands were abolished in June, 1946 and
their mission was taken over by the six continental armies.

Subscribe Toll-Free 1-888-428-1942
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AAMUC AADS
The following advertisements were
submitted by the deadline. Later arrivals
may not appear, depending on the
available space, but will appear in the
next issue. Most specific non-U.S. items
were deleted as this is our method of
keeping the AMERICAN in AAMUC.
Don’t forget to include funds for
shipping.

AAMUC AAD
CHARGES
As of 1 March 1986, members may place
ads under the following conditions:
• “For Sale/Trade” ads will be free, up to
the amount which can be typed on a
standard postcard with items listed
separately. Excess amounts will be billed
a $1.00 per column inch.
• “Wanted” ads will be charged at the old
rate of $2.00 for the first column inch,
with a $1.00 charge for each additional
inch.
Place all ads with
FOOTLOCKER Ads
P.O. Box 1876
Elyria, OH 44036
no later than 30 days before the issue is
due. Late arrivals may be held until the
next issue.
For your convenience, FOOTLOCKER
ads may also be e-mailed to
AAMUCFL@aol.com or faxed to (440)
323-8692 no later than 20 days before
the next issue is due. Faxed ads must be
typed.
FOR SALE
WW2 US EM clothing and field gear.
E mail only to: combat3@numail.org
Dave Frenn
WANTED:
US Army shooting medals, 1880 to 1970s,
especially those engraved on the reverse
with recipient’s name. Also seeking “Dogs
of War” medals and other awards given at
the National Matches such as President’s
Hundred. CMTC medals with ribbons
wanted.
Bill Emerson
124 Kensington Drive
Madison, AL 35758.
WANTED:
Tank and Cavalry General’s Uniforms and
items from any nation and time period. Also
want female General’s items.
AAF Tank Museum
3401 US Hwy 29,
Danville, VA 24540

DO YOU LIKE WW1?
Join the Doughboy Historical Society, a
non-profit organization dedicated to the
preservation of our World War One
heritage. Now in our 22nd year! You
receive a membership card and quarterly
publication The Doughboy offering free
exchange of information and free buy, sell
and trade column. $15.00 per year. Join
Now!
Doughboy Historical Society
Box 8423
Missoula, MY 59807

WANTED:
The following original WWII Night Fighter
Squadron patches: 6th N.F.S., 416th N.F.S.,
423rd N.F.S., 547th N.F.S., & 548th N.F.S.
Robert G. Borrell, Sr.
(301) 868 1481
9604 Wagner Trail
Clinton, MD 20735

WWI/WWII Militaria For Sale.
I have an extensive list of WWI/WWII militaria
posted to my webpage at www.chgww2.com/
class/stan.htm. If you’re not online, however,
please request a hard copy of the list by
writing me at the following address:
Stan Wolcott,
P.O. Box 1950,
Costa Mesa, CA 92628-1950.
I can also be reached for questions at
luckyforward@earthlink.net

ALSO NEED
unusual USAF Uniforms, Insignia, and
otherneat stuff to enhance USAF portion of
historicaldisplay and a 1930’s Sam Brown
Belt to complete the1930’s Uniform in the
Air Corps Section of theDisplay.
Bill McLeod, f4cweasel@yahoo.com
PO Box 9533
Las Vegas, NV, 89191

FREE ARTICLES
concerning American World War One
Uniforms can be downloaded at:
www.oldmagazinearticles.com Posted by
Matt Jacobsen
WANTED
Any information, uniform items or photos of
the FULL DRESS worn by the New Jersey
ESSEX TROOP, 1890 1941: and other New
Jersey Militia and National Guard units.
Also distinctive items of special full dress or
parade uniforms worn by bands and bugle
corps, 1902 1976
Photos, prints, programs showing full dress
or special uniforms worn by Militia, National
Guard and Acaday bands, drum corps and
honor guards from 1900 to the present.
Ronald DaSilva
973-661-4420
670 Franklin Ave., Apt. B1
Nutley, NJ 07110 1259
BOOK FOR SALE:
“Straps The Evolution of U.S. Army
Shoulder Straps” by Dr. Howard G.
Lanham soft cover 8 1/2 X 11 inch 207
pages illustrated limited edition
This book covers changes in shoulder straps
over their 170 year use by the U.S. Army.
There is discussion of related topics, other
rank insignia, the uniforms on which they
were worn, branch colors, etc. Special price
for AAMUC members $35.00 postpaid.
Dr. Howard G. Lanham
215 Washington Heights
Westminster, MD 21157 5632
(P.S. if you wish to trade other reference
material or extra items from your collection
for a copy contact me with an offer, my
interests are broad.)
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NEED
late 1950’s style USAF Medical Badges and
FlightSurgeon/Nurse Wings with horizontal
lines across theface of the shield.

AIR CAVALRY Material Wanted
Wanted.
I’m looking for patches, uniforms, flight
gear, personal groups, plaques, or? Vietnam
time frame is preferred, Does not need to be
1st Cav Division to be of interest to me.
John Conway
4143 Holly,
K.C., MO 64111
jpconway@planetkc.com
WANTED:
Wool Armor triangles – especially need II
and IV Armored Corps and 6th Tank Group.
Also need OD border Service Commands
and small cap sized Service Command
patches.
Don Brett
(941)358 0921
donbrett@verizon.net
5163 Creekside Trail
Sarasota, FL 34243
WANTED:
Pennsylvania National Guard uniforms from
1870 to 1916. Also headgear.
Charles Oellig
6227 Elmer Ave.
Harrisburg, PA 17112
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FOR SALE
I have the following selection of WW2
Equipment to complete your US Army
Combat Uniform display/exhibits. All items
original unless specified.
1. WW2 M1936 US Pistol Belt, Mint $45.00
2. WW2 lst Aid Pouch, Mint, $25.00
3. WW2 lst Aid Pouch, late War Green, Mint $25
4. WW2 M1936 Suspenders, Mint $125.00
5. WW2 M1944 Suspenders, VG $24.00
6. WW2 Canteen Case, Canteen and cup,
set, VG $55.00
7. WW2 Metal First Aid Packet, Mint $10 ea.
8. WW2 US Army Waxed Boot Laces, Two
pair, $5.00
9. WW2 Green OD Cotton Boot laces for
Canvas/Rubber Jungle
boots, Mint $8.00 per pair. Scarce.
10. WW2 Knitted Wool Jeep Cap, Some
moth nips. VG $50.
11. WW2 helmet Liner with khaki HBT
lining, Nice $50.
12. WW2 US British Made Canvas lst Aid
Pouch, Mint $15
13. WW2 US British Made M1936
Suspenders, VG, Rare $150
14. WW2 US British Made M1 Garand Belt.
VG, Rare $150
15. WW2 US British Made M1936 Musette
Bag w/Strap, VG $100.
16. WW2 US British Made M1928 haversack
w/meat Can Pouch, Vg $50
17. WW2 US British Made Canteen Case.
VG, $75.00
18. WW2 USA/Dennison/1944 Tag M1 or
M1C helmet Net as made in England
for the Normandy Invasion. Mint, Rare $50.
19. WW2 Gas Poncho in Original Wrapper,
Mint $5.00
20. WW2 Hood for M43 Jacket, Exc Cond,
$5.00
21. WW2 US Mosquito Vail for wear over
Helmet, $8.
22. WW2 US M1936 Musette Bag w/Strap.
VG $45.
23. WW2 US M1928 Haversack w/ Meat
Can Pouch, VG $25.
24. As above, Mint Condition, $90
25. WW2 M1928 pack Tail Extender, Exc
$35.00
26. WW2 M1928 Pack Tail Extender leather
Strap. $10.
27. WW2 Mess Set-Knife, fork & spoon $15
28. WW2 US M1928 Mess Kit with lid,
$20.00
29. WW2 Canteen Cup, $15
30. WW2 Canteen with lid $15.
31. WW2 Leather Knife and Fork Insert for
Pack, set, $8.00
32. WW2 US Army Veneral Pro-Kit, Issued
to all GIs, Great personal item for display.
$25. each while they last.
33. WW2 Knitted Wool Mittens with Trigger
Finger, Mint $15 pair
34. Repro WW2 Airborne lst Aid packet for
Helmet Net, $30.

35. WW2 US Army Airborne illumnious
Disc. Orig. Rare $85.
36. WW2 Mint Schrade/Walden M2
Paratrooper Switchblade Knife, Mint $495.
37. WW2 Airborne Knife lanyard, Exc $20.
38. WW2 US Army Belt Compass Case, VG
$20.
39. WW2 US Army Web Wrist Watch Strap,
Mint $15.
40. Repro WW2 Gas Brassard for wear with
Coat, $20.
41. Repro WW2 set of K-Rations, set of six
boxes, inner and outter for breakfast,
lunch and dinner. $35.00
42. WW2 USGas Mask Waterproofing Kit,
Mint $5.00
43. WW2 US Army Escape Compass, Mint,
Rare $45.00
44. WW2 M1938 Wire Cutter Case, Mint
$20.
45. WW2 M1938 US Wire Cutters in
Cosmoline, Mint $85.
46. WW2 M2A1 Ammunition Vest, Mint
$42.00
47. WW2 M1 Carbine Stock Pouch, Khaki,
Mint $30.
48. WW2 M1 Garand Rifle ammunition
Clips. 10 for $15.00
49. WW2 M1 Carbine 15 shot Magazines.
Mint $15 each
50. WW2 T-Handle US Shovel Cover, Mint
$35.
51. WW2 T-Handle Shovel, VG Cond, $85.
52. WW2 US M1943folding Shovel Case,
VG $20.00
53. WW2 US Army M1943 Folding Shovel,
VG $25.
54. WW2 US General Purpose Ammunition
Bag, Mint $45.
55. WW2 Thompson Five cell magazine
Pouch, Mint $85.00
56. WW2 Thompson 20 round Magazines,
Mint $35.00 each
57. WW2 US embossed Russet Lea. 45 Auto
Holster, Nice $85.
58. WW2 US Three pocket canvas hand
grenade case, Mint $45.
59. WW2 US Belt hatchet Case, VG, $20.
60. WW2 US Ammunition Bandoleer. $10.
61. WW2 US M1A1 Paratrooper Carbine
Belt Case, VG, $300
62. WW2 US Paratrooper Padded Griswold
Case, VG $250.
63. WW2 M1938 Dismounted Canvas
Leggins w/ laces, Mint $25.
64. WW2 US Laces for Canvas Leggins,
Mint, Pair, $5.00
65. WW2 US Eyeshields w/ envelope for
issue w/ Gas Mask, $8.
66. WW2 US M1910 Pickmattox with case.
Mint $42.00
67. WW2 US Shelter half, VG $45.00
68. WW2 US Folding Tent Pole, Exc $20.
69. WW2 US Set of 5 wood tent pegs, $10
70. WW2 US Shelter half Rope, $12.00
71. WW2 M1 Garand Chamber Cleaning
Tool. $25.
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72. WW2 Plastic Oiler w/ Thong for M1
Garand, 03, etc $10.
73. WW2 US 1944 Canvas Muzzle cover for
rifles, $10. each
74. WW2 Canvas Belt case with 30 Caliber
cleaning rod, $25.00
75. WW2 US 2.36 inch Bazooka Rounds
Shoulder Bag, Mint $50.
76. WW2 US 2.36 inch Inert Bazooka
round, Exc Cond, $125.
77. Repro WW2 British Hawkin's Mine as
issued to Paratroopers, $42.00
78. WW2 US Demo Bag for C2 Blocks, VG
$42.
79. WW2 US 1/2 Pound TNT Explosive
blocks, Inert, Mint $65.
80. WW2 US Winter long drawers, $15
each
81. WW2 US Winter Long Undershirt, $15
each
82. WW2 US Cotton Handkerchief, $10.
83. WW2 US Army Can of Ration heating
Alcohol, Mint $8.
84. WW2 US Army Ration Fuel Heating
tablets, Mint $8.
85. WW2 Package of Chesterfield Cigarettes,
Mint $35.
86. WW2 US Army Candle for Reading.
$5.00
87. WW2 Kolynos Tooth Powder, Mint $20.
88. WW2 US Army issue Jock Strap in
Labeled Carton, Mint $25.
89. WW2 US Army Soldier's Valuable/
Money Belt, Mint $25.
90. WW2 US Airborne Aerial Delivery
Identification Lamp, $25.
91. WW2 B-4 US Yellow Life Preserver, Nice,
VG $150.
92. WW2 US Invasion Life Belt for Normandy,
etc, $125.
93. WW2 US Aerial Delivery Marker Panel
with Case, $75.
94. WW2 US Canvas Case for Guidon Pile,
Protects Guidon, Mint $42.
95. WW2 First Aid Kit case for WACO CG4A Glider, Exc $35.
95. WW2 US Army Loading Slide Scale with
case for WACO CG-4A Glider, Mint $85.
96. WW2 US Army PG-106/CB Airborne
Pigeon Vest, Mint, Rare $100.
97. WW2 US Army Mark 2 hand grenade
fuze assembly complete, inert, $25.
98. WW2 US M1907 Leather Sling for M1
Garand, etc VG $45.
99. WW2 US BAR Leather Sling with three
two prong hooks, Exc, Rare $85.
100. Our American Military Catalog listing
over 1000 assorted items, $5.00
Your satisfaction assured with our usual
three day inspection. Visa/MC/Am. Express
and Discover Cards accepted.
Hayes Otoupalik
406-549-4817
hayesotoupalik@aol.com
14000 Hwy 93 North

PARTING
SHOTS
Well, there we go, the last issue of our 31st year. We seem
to have a good variety of articles, hopefully something for
everyone. It sure was nice to be able to pick and choose from
material on hand to fill all of the pages without having to do al last
minute rush article to fill. We do have some on hand for next
time, and the Editor has a couple of research projects to report
on, but we can ALWAYS use more. Keep ‘em coming!
As the holidays approach, we are remember that several
members always send the Editor season’s greetings. We do
appreciate the thought, though we are not real good in replying.
Please help us spread the word about AAMUC. We need
more members!
Ads for the next issue are due by March 1, 2008 by mail,
by March 10 by email.
HAPPY HUNTING and HAPPY HOLIDAYS!

RE-UP!
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If the number at the left corresponds to
the number on your address label,
you're due to renew your AAMUC
membership NOW.

Please send $20.00 (U.S./Canada) or $25.00
(overseas) to the Adjutant to renew your
membership. Do it now so you don't forget.
Mark McKibben
A.A.M.U.C. Adjutant
P.O. Box 40222
Pittsburgh, PA 15201
You can call him at 412-771-3730
or E mail him at AAMUCAdjutant@comcast.net

AAMUC Footlocker
P.O. Box 1876
Elyria, Ohio 44036
U.S.A.

First Class Mail
Printed Matter

FIRST CLASS MAIL
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID

ELYRIA, OHIO
Permit No. 114

Address Service Requested

